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Press Statement by Lawyers on the Ghana Bar Association Conference  
 

Today, the Ghana Bar Association (GBA) proceeds into Conference.  
 
This Conference comes at a time when all time confidence in the GBA is at its lowest; and the 
reputation of the GBA as a vanguard of truth, justice and accountability has lost its shine.  
 
As the Conference proceeds to elect new Executives, we call on the members of the GBA to 
navigate a clean break from the Association’s recent history. We invite the GBA to rediscover 
its voice and its role as a moral conscience of our democracy.  
 
We use this opportunity to bring to the attention of the Conference, the ensuing 
Open Statement. The Statement, which was opened for signatures, and has so 
far been signed by several members and non-members of the GBA. The 
Signatories are challenging the GBA to do better and to stand up for the defense 
and upholding of Freedom and Justice 
 
 

Open Statement to the Ghana Bar Association 
     
We the undersigned, many of whom are members of the Ghana Bar Association, have 
opened this Statement to express our growing frustration with what we perceive to be a 
growing disengagement and inaction by the Ghana Bar Association in several situations of 
clear democratic irregularity and injustice.  
  
For several decades in this country, the Ghana Bar Association carved a reputation as the 
moral conscience of our democracy and a voice for justice. Its achievements are well 
documented. Its long history of advocacy for the cause of right and for justice made the 
Association a beacon of hope to many Ghanaians.  
  
As lawyers, we know first-hand the privilege that we occupy in society. Several of our 
democratic institutions depend on and are held together by the industry of valued members 
of our Profession and this Association. Today, all three branches of Government are held by 
Members of Our Profession. Even in the Media, which is touted as the Fourth Arm of 
Government, a lawyer and member of this Association was recently crowned Journalist of 
the Year.  
  
In fact, several provisions of the constitutional document that grounds our democracy 
reserves several positions which are integral to the sustenance of our democracy to lawyers. 
In the same way the Ghana Bar Association remains one of the very few private associations 
specifically mentioned by the 1992 Constitution. It remains also the only Association which 
formally boycotted the process leading to the adoption of that Constitution and yet was 
entrusted with roles in that very Constitution.  
  
We believe that the faith the people of Ghana placed in the Ghana Bar Association when they 
ratified the 1992 Constitution was not by accident. It was precisely an endorsement of the 
Ghana Bar Association’s institutional legacy of seeking truth, accountability and fighting for 
the little guy.  
  
But to whom much is given, much is expected. Gradually, over the course of our longest 
democratic era, we are pained to see that the Ghana Bar Association has lost the fire in its 
belly and its role as the guardian of the little person. The Association we love has lost its 



voice and its fire. It has lost its desire to fight for democratic accountability. We have allowed 
our lights dim so low, that we have disappeared as protectors of this democracy.  
  
Our disengagement has been felt. Our indolence has allowed illegality, abuse of rights and 
injustice to fester. The Ghana Bar Association today looks like a pale shadow of itself. The 
moral weight of its history now stands devalued by successive leaderships that have given the 
Association little sense of purpose or direction. Not only does our history indict us, but our 
present now counts only as proof of how much we have defamed this Association and made 
cheap its promise to “concern itself with the defence and upholding of freedom and justice in 
Ghana." 
  
This can no longer be our story. We have to do more. We have to be different, and we have to 
do better.  
  
By this open letter, we are awakening all that is good in the legal profession and in the Ghana 
Bar Association. We are calling on the moral conscience of us all in this profession and the 
Ghana Bar Association to do more. To sustain our democracy, we cannot abdicate our 
responsibility nor shirk our duty.   
  
The path to true Justice and an equitable democracy is long and certainly tedious. 
 
And we cannot afford to slumber nor falter in the steps we take to protect our democracy. 
  
Yours in the Service of the Republic  
 
Oliver Barker-Vormawor 
Francis Ontoyin 
Samuel Alesu-Dordzi 
Prof. Kwaku Asare 
Prof. Kwadwo Appiagyei-Atua 
Gaspar Lyle Nii-Aponsah 
Y. Edinam Cofie 
Roselyne Hamenoo-Kpeda 
Reuben Ansah 
Reginald Kwedza 
Ama Mensah 
Kwabena Mensah 
Rachel Sasu-Boakye 
Tata Kosi 
Yorm Abledu 
Beatrice Annan 
Elias Yakah 
Michael Boafo 
Abu Marzuk 
Adubea Hall 
Wisdom Ankah 
Antoinette Boama 
Julius Asinyo 
David Anaafo 
Selasi Kalitsi 
Daniel Kingsford Osabutey 
Jamila Ahmed 
Jamie Addo 
Victor Agbley 
Hackmond Agyei 



Samuel Tay 
Abraham Otubuah 
Hassan Wahab 
Quame Dynamic 
Michael Nyarko 
Derek Aryeetey 
Ugonna Kennedy 
Prince Kumah-Mensah 
Issah Kotomah 
Leonard Sedzro 
Maxwell Yevuh 
Maxwell Yirenkyi 
Mason Darius 
Napoleon Abiwu 
Maria-Goretti Ane-Loglo 
Lennon Nasamu 
Phenyo Sekati 
Ben Taiwo Adekanla 
Matilda Larbi 
Raymond Julius Bakah 
Abena Offeibea Asare-Boye 
Patrick Ennin 
Mathias Dzotsi 
Victor Kattah 
Bright Safo 
Faisal Ziblim 
Isaac Barnabas Dzasa 
AFETI Kodzo Livingstone 
Alhassan Abdul Razak 
Fanny Hayfron 
Kwame Apenteng 
Kwesi Agbovi 
Simon Animley 
Francis Adua 
Yussif Tahiru 
Elias Elias Ashkar 
Philus Kottey 
Rebecca Abraham 
Gordon Nketsiah 
Chris Golo 
Jose Brobbs 
Eddie MacCarthy 
Michael Adjandeh 
Kwaku Asante 
Kojo Asare-Boateng 
Benedicta Lasi 
Nasisata Hamidu 
Redeemer Hansen 
Baba Sadique Zankawah 
Victor Drai 
James Buckman 
Edinam Abusah 
Andrew Kudzo Vortia 
Kojo Yankah 
Larry Adjetey 



Emily Taylor 
Yvonne Fafa Quashigah 
Sena Bakar 
Linus Edor 
Perry Agbogah 
Mustapha Dumbuya 
Winnie Myers 
Ayeyi Ansah 
Kuzo Dasa-Pieterse 
Patmos Addae 
Stephen Tawiah 
John Dagbeneva 
Adnaan Abubakar 
Gloria Amoah 
Philip Agbedanu 
Efua Annan 
Awo Melome 
Gafaru Ali 
James Govina 
Yaw Amoako 
Baba Yussif 
Lukman Fuseini 
Christine SMITH 
Omotoke Olagbaju 
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