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July 19, 2021

Rt. Hon. Alban Sumana Kingsford Bagbin
Thru’ the Clerk of Parliament

Parliament House

Accra

Dear Rt. Hon. Speaker of Parliament,

Petition on deteriorating press freedom situation in Ghana

The Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) and the 642 undersigned
journalists and supporters of press freedom are hereby petitioning your
office to request a frank debate by the House about the deteriorating press
freedom situation in Ghana in order to make appropriate recommendations
towards reversing the trend.

This request has been prompted by the recent verbal attack on Erastus Asare
Donkor, a journalist with Luv FM, by the Member of Parliament for Assin
Central, Honourable Kennedy Ohene Agyapong, who also called for the
journalist to be beaten.

Erastus Asare Donkor was invited by the three-member Committee
inquiring into the recent killing of two people during protests in Ejura in the
Ashanti Region. His invitation by the Committee was apparently due to his
extensive coverage of the killing of social media activist Mohammed
Ibrahim Anyass, and the protests that followed.

Commenting on Asare Donkor’s reports and subsequent submissions before
the Committee, the Member of Parliament subjected the journalist to insults
and called for him to be beaten.

“That boy should be beaten seriously. He is so annoying. For the foolish
submissions he made before the Committee, we have to beat the hell out of
him. If I were the President, I would have ordered this boy to be whipped”,
the lawmaker said in an interview on July 9, 2021, on Net2 TV, which is
owned by him. A video of the said interview has been widely circulated on
social media. A copy of the video is attached for your attention.

We consider the MP’s open call for the journalist to be beaten as deeply
worrying and dangerous. This concern is born out of Hon. Kennedy
Agyapong’s similar attacks on the late under-cover journalist Ahmed
Hussein-Suale. It would be recalled that the lawmaker published pictures of

Hussein-Suale and urged his supporters to attack him wherever they found
him. As you must be aware, the journalist was Killed by as yet unknown
assailants a few months later.
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The latest act of hostility against the media from Honourable Kennedy
Agyapong adds to a recent trend of violations against the media, mostly by
security officers, that threaten to tarnish Ghana’s image as a bastion of
democracy and respect for press freedom.

On April 1, 2021, the police stormed the offices of the Accra-based online
newspaper Whatsup News and_arrested the Editor David Tamakloe. A
Police statement said Tamakloe was arrested for alleged extortion and
publication of false news. Meanwhile, Tamakloe was arrested in the midst
of his investigation into a scandal involving the wife of a senior police
officer and had made no publication on the matter.

On May 7, 2021, some National Security operatives brutalised Peter Tabiri,
a correspondent for Accra-based Pent TV in the Western and Western North
Regions. They smashed the journalist’s phone and proceeded to slap, hit
and kick him several times before drenching him with water as he lay
supine.

The security officers had disabled all CCTV cameras and were ransacking a
Chinese-owned casino when they overhead Tabiri reporting their suspicious
operation to the Amenfi Divisional Police Commander.

The journalist has since lodged a complaint with the Asankragua Police and
his statement has been taken. He was treated at the Thomas Allan Rooney
Memorial Hospital at Asankragua for ear problems as a result of the slaps
he received from the security agents. He was subsequently referred to the
Tarkwa Government Hospital from where he has been recommended for
further specialist treatment.

On May 11, 2021, some National Security officers detained and brutalised
Caleb Kudah, a journalist with Omni Media Limited (OML), operators of
Accra-based Citi FM and Citi TV. Kaleb had covertly accessed a facility
under the National Security Ministry and filmed a fleet of vehicles allegedly
falling into despair as a result of neglect. The security officers however
apprehended, beat and tortured him amidst intense interrogation.

On the same day, a group of heavily-armed police officers from the
National Security stormed the offices of OML in a bid to arrest Zoe Abu-
Baido, Kudah’s colleague. The police alleged that Caleb Kudah sent video
files to Ms Abu-Baidoo immediately after he was accosted. The commando-
style invasion threw the entire media house into panic and disarray,
disrupting work momentarily and leaving the targeted journalist
traumatised.
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Following public outrage and condemnation, the National Security Ministry
announced an internal probe into the incident subsequent to which it
disengaged the officers involved in abusing Caleb Kudah. The Ministry
explained that the officers were on secondment from the Ghana Armed
Forces and the Ghana Police Service, and had been released to their mother
institutions for appropriate sanctions.

However, to the dismay of the Ghanaian media and the public, Lt-Colonel
Acheampong, who was identified as the commander who led in the assault
on Caleb Kudah, was assigned a commanding officer position by the Armed
Forces barely a week after he was welcomed back from what was obviously
a disgraceful stint.

The invasion of the Citi TV/FM premises brought back dismal memories of
the Rambo-style raid on the premises of the online media outlet
ModernGhana.com by National Security operatives on June 27, 2019. The
operatives seized computers and mobile phones belonging to two
journalists, Emmanuel Britwum and Emmanuel Ajarfor. The latter later
alleged that he was tortured during their three days’ detention.

The relentless cycle of attacks on journalists and the media by security
agents in recent years, coupled with the unresolved killing on January 16,
2019, of Ahmed Hussein-Suale of the Tiger Eye investigative team,
underline a growing culture of impunity for crimes against journalists in this
country.

We find it scandalous that security officers, who must be in the frontline of
efforts to protect the safety of all including journalists and punish crimes
against the media, have themselves become chronic perpetrators of violence
against journalists.

It is our view that the conduct of the officers involved in the foregoing
incidents reflects negatively on the image of the security services. This sad
trend challenges Ghana’s commitment to the UN Plan of Action on the
Safety of journalists under which Ghana has an obligation to protect the
safety of journalists and punish crimes against journalists.

The siege on media freedom by security forces is also a breach of the 1992
Constitution which guarantees press freedom, in recognition of the vital role
of the media as an anti-corruption institution, source of civic education and
information as well as a central pillar of our democratic architecture.
Consequently, we consider these attacks on the media as an assault on
Ghana’s democracy and citizens’ right to information and accountability.
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Ghana has lost ground in the RSF Press Freedom Ranking since it emerged
the top country in Africa in 2018. The country has placed third on the
continent in the subsequent three rankings. This slump is due in large
measure to the frequent assaults on journalists that almost always go
uninvestigated, much less punished. The effect of this siege on press
freedom is a culture of self-censorship that is growing by the day.

We, therefore, humbly implore the intervention of the Honourable House to
ensure that;

a. Honourable Kennedy Agyapong is appropriately sanctioned to deter
him from similar conduct in the future and to also prevent him from
acting in ways that undermine the intergrity of the high office of a
Member of Parliament and by extension the Honourable House.

b. Adequate security is provided to Erastus Asare Donkor by the
Ghana Police Service.

c. The officers involved in the brutal assault on Caleb Kudah,
particularly Lt-Colonel Acheampong, are appropriately sanctioned.

d. The Inspector-General of Police and the Attorney-General are
summoned to brief the House on the status of investigations into the
murder of Ahmed Suale and status of investigations into other
violations.

We are confident, Rt. Hon. Speaker, that you will give this petition the
urgent attention it deserves.

Yours sincerely,

Sulemana Braimah
Executive Director

Endorsed by:

List of Petitioners
Kwaku Asante Asante
Manasseh Azure Awuni
Fred Asante

Cecil Dadzie

Selorm Gborbidzi
Stanley Seakor

Kokou Ahiadou
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William Evans-Nkum

Abigail Larbi
Akanimo Sampson
Zainab Smart
Nana Yaw

Dennis Acquaye
Richard Koomson
Glenn Norgbey
Agnes Ansah
Jonathan Donkor
Abu Bakarr Kargbo
Bediako Isaac Just
Linda Aryeetey
Musah Ibrahim Musah
Abigail Annoh
Eno Safo

Katja Neppert
Ibrahim Alhassan
Kofi Owusu
Emmanuel Taya
Evans Aziamor-Mensah
Desmond Adom
Boadi Samuel
Bernice Bessey
John Arthur

Seth Bokpe
Kodwo Mensah
Usman Ibrahim
Augustine Anaglo
Sarah Amoah
Wallce Williams
Persis Boafo

Mechel Ayechiim Pwamamg

Godfred Nelson

Prince Adade

Dziwornu George Dzifa
Joshua Tetteh

Naa Dedei

Dieu-Donne Kofi Davor
Raphael Bokumah
Patrick Ocloo

Isaac Farmers

Kay Twist

Evans Darkwah

Matilda Arhin

Elijah Atta-Aidoo
Akosua Mensah
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Humphrey Amegazo
Duncan Elikplim Kwame Gablah
Edward Budu

Alhassan Mohammed
Edinam Amenyo
Mohammed Baako
Francis Kojo Kwarteng Arthur
Freeman Kwade

Baffoe Adjei Dominic
Aphia Kay

Rashid Obodai Provencal
Emmanuel Adonkor
Osabarima Okatakyie
Hermas Gorziel
Emmanuel Boadi Gyamfi
ljahra Larry

Frimpong Prosper

Richard Nortey

Niyi Charles

Richmond Boateng Asamoah
Dondio Don-victor

Nice Akpali

Nana Yaw Peprah-Mensah
BENJAMIN ZI1
SAMUEL OwWuUSU
NKWANTABISA
Kwabena Addo

zephaniah Amarteifio

Eric sintim

Immortal Redeemer

Eli Kuatsinu

Rustum Senorgbe

Salaam Salifu Winsida
Ben MacCarthy Mensah
Frederick Boateng
Solomon Segbedzi
Prosper Akegey
MOHAMMED MUKTAR
Williams Boateng
Amankona Ebenezer
Wisdom Adams Adamtey
Prince Asare Asare
Kwaku Darko

Evans Esesi

Joseph Ayaabah

Shamed Owpa

Anthony Agee-kum
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Baba Tahiru

Richard Kumah
Mohammed Hashmin
Clifford Musah
Asamane Rubin-Lebel
Bello Mohammed
Bernard Addico

Cephas Gagbla

Hameed Mohammed
Zakaria Alhassan

Wise Gardner Yaw
Jonathan Tampuor
Karaah Jonathan Edwin
Awudu Salami Sulemana Yoda
Joshua Barrister

Gabriel Owusu Ansah Kwabena
Daniel Akooba

Obed Awalibiri

Edmund Blay-Nobson
Owulaku Raymond
Mohammed Basit Jibreel
Sanda Atiah

Solomon Kwame Kanaluwe
Albert Bakyille

Salifu Issifu Kanton
Nana Kwame Nyame
Francis Amoah
Emmanuel Gyan

Frank asamoah

Mathias Agambire
Samuel Paa Kwesi
Mohammed Faizudeen
Ebenezer Boakye
Kwabyna Brako
PRINCE ODOOM
Bishop Benjamin Kwame Tawiah
Jamal Abdul rahman
Tony Fatchu

Papa Solo

Abdullahi Abdulsalam
Razak Awudu

Rasheed Salifu

Francis Kokutse

Edward Paintsil

William Anyindana
Jerry Gliff
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Max Annani-Akollor
Abugri Martin

Henry Kuubar

Kakpeb Kakpeb

Pascal Delali Abladzie
Isra Nutsugah

Felix Ankamah

Jones Gyimah Boadi
DANIEL NORHINTEY
Raymond Opoku

Daniel Adagbe
Hanan-Confidence Abdul
Tamim Shahid
Adabogo Eric

Abdul Halim

Suleman Seidu

Nyame Japhet
Abdul-Aziz Sayibu
Abdul Washeed Alhassan
James Mbangbe Ajusiyine
Nathaniel Osei-Tutu
Max Hammond

Rabiatu Issifu
Emmanuel Bukari
Saeed Mba

Remember Agbetsivi
Fusheini Abdulai
Joshua Heizel

Mawuga Prosper
Francis Hazel

Frank Asare

Stephen Nukunu

Eli Amet

Emmanuel Mensah

Eric Nyame

Dennis Owusu Ansah
Sulemana Daniel

Awal Mohammed
Harold Klarks

Victor kattah

Halid Umar

Dauda Ali Ayamba
Thomas Acquah

Alex Williams

bernard tiika

Kwame Sherrif Awiagah
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Mosee Bediako
Suhiyini Yakubu Abdul Mumin
Joe Mensah

Akindoyo Isaac
Stanley To-ang

Isaac Kwame Owusu
Kennedy Zongbil
Emmanuel Asare
Shaibu Abubakar
Harry Ahorlu
Mahama Rufai

Roland Agbodzi
Omar Rayyan Shaibu
Abdul Razak Salim
Douglas Agyei-Peprah
James Baaki

Abdul Kudus Mankurili
Naziru Iddrisu
Samuel Ananga
Ibrahim Ahmed
Christopher Ataguriga
Obeng Daniel

Eric elikem Gbemu
Stephen Opoku

Eric Nana Prekoh
Peter Nkumeh

Zakaria Alhassan
Lukeman Raji

Enock Sarpong
Mohammed Sulemana Sibdow
Jerry Arthur-Achery
Ben Mathias

Bismark Borteye
Alhassan D Baba
Eddy Wills

Emmanuel Adjei

Peter Ebow Aidoo
Benjamin Tenkorang
Michael Sarpong Mfum
Jebril Yusuf

Bako Salam

Kwadwo Anarley
Frederick Wodoame
Tahiru Dabre

George Azeb

Asem Kantinka
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Bubu Klinogo
Joshua Tigo

Abdulai Hamidu
Yussif Harunah
James Tsyokplo

BB Dangata

Phelix Agah

Yom Amenuvegbe
Ernest Kodjo Ayikpah
Mohammed Alhassan
Elvis Alabila

Diana Ashun
Solomon Gumah
Albert Azongo
Kwadwo Buabeng
Seidu Habib Pelpuo
Kobby David
Tarkeshwar Tatwaria
Godfred Opare Addo
Ibrahim Ousman
Shei Fusheini

Nelson Yaro

Abdul Fathi

Sika Koomson
Hikma Abdulai
Daniel Mensah
Joseph Kankam
Sadik Shahadu

Elvis Doh Mottey
Benedict Ayadago
Francis Sanusi

Evans Deladem Yevu
Larry Prince
Emmanuel Ofor
Cecilia Gyan

Alhaji Tanko
Jonathan Okutu
Ofori Amanfo

Nana Mensah

Salihu Shu'aibu
Mohammed Nuhu
Caleb Gyawu Baffour
Joy Agbemazior

Nii Telfet

Collins Asare

Philip Moses Zanku
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Nikel Immobile
Paschal Dakurah
Felix Adjigbli

SM Davies

Andrew Mensah
Adam Johanness
Jennifer Danklu
Samuel Bentil
Godsway Nyarku
Landy Fosu

Halimatu Agyapomg
Issah Mohammed Yahaya
Dadie Ba

Godwin Adzaye
Sidique Ali

Rans Mens

Kaamil Shakiru
Abraham Aryeetey
Amedzo Bright
Mark Byron Della-Dem
Willis Nsoh

Ike Amuzu

Samuel Kaara
Anaba Kingston Afeghera
Nana Gyasi

Raphael Amarh
Alhassan Aminu
Noah Nash H
Abdulkarim Ibrahim
Richard Adu

Isaac Ntumi

Mumuni Soagiatu
Salamatu Inusa
Bright Sandow
Braimah Sulemana
Sankah Ansah
Tanihu Solomon

Mo Aziz

Daniel Owusu-Ansah
Philip Tokoli

George Taanan Jilignul
Aliu Abdulai

Falila Kanton
Deborah Acquah
Abanga Matthew

Yussif Salia
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Henry Baadu

Haruna Salifu

Johnson John

Prosper Brechum
Bertha Appiagyei
Matilda Atia

Sedem Badasu
Carbonu Raymond
Gerarda Bruce
Asigbey Hope Narh
Abdul-Jalil Yakubu
Ishmael Mohammed
Samuel Swanzy-Baffoe
Paul Gozo

Selasi Amegashitsi
Adams Alhassan
George Kumi
Theophilus Adjei

Siita Jnr Baba

Justice Auwet

George Mensah

Lydia Amoak

Eric Terkpertey
Francis Abanga
Emmanuel Fiattor
Betsy Boateng
Prosper Kuade
Haruna Mohammed Hardi
Faisel Abdul-Iddrisu
Sam Gh

Benjamin Klevor
Anthony Sixtus Wynztondre
Obed Andoh

Mathew Lateeb Makante
Eligible Bertha
Priscilla Owusu

Kadil Mohammed
Awinpang Apuwen
Naomi Tommy
Ayensu Ophelia
Osman Osman

Prince Onyinah

John Nsobila Akanane
Opoku Adusei

Jones Owusu

Anyass Ahmed
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Charlotte Quansah
Bosu PATRICK
Mohammed Alhassan
Ezekiel Amevor

Theo Bredu

Messiah Forkor
Amone Fuseini

Kwame Yeboah
Emmanuel Arko-Larbi
John Ansah

Henry Agyemang
Abdul Sammed Naamdiama
Razak Mahmud

Aloko Akata

Paul Adjetey Dsane
Musah Sumaila

Collins Asante

Beatrice Adabo

Gyesi Yao

Benedict Boyubie

Aliu Misbaw

Solomon Antwi

Kwasi Prempeh
Flonica Akowuah
Korankye Abraham
Abass Issahaku

Yaw Matekpor Hedihor
Osman Abubakari-Sadiq
Charlene Arday

Cilla Tekie

Collins Edem Konadu
Ibn Abass Alhassan
Sadat Moro

Ibn-Swalah Iddrisu
Kweku Opare-Djan
Alex Blege

Solomon Yemidi
Bernard Asante
Richard Kwame Owusu
Abdul-Samed Hafiz Tijani
Robert Apiu
Mohammed Yussif
Michael Kabir

Fred Duah

Georgina Appiah
Bismark A. Akurugu
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Richard Ankah
Jeremiah Kuyele
Owusu Agyei Kennedy
Sika Essiem

Alusine Rehme
Obrempong Yaw Ampofo
Mossi Camara

Amadu Me mohammed
Eli Nyawunu

Fatawu Kamwine
Kwabena Addo Ntiamoah
Alhassan Kadiatu Turay
Irene NKketia

Emmanuel Aduful
Felito LeveKo

Adam Yusif

Alusine Kadiatu Turay
Joe Debrah

Jacques Amada

Paul Pak

Nene Ako

Maya Amaning

Dennis Slymm

Justice Vidzro

Nicholas Tali

Michael Awudu Ofori
Kwesi Afful

Jonas Attoh

Isaac Gadosse

Paul Kamara

Kelvin Asare Mensah
Solomon Sanja
Allswell Addy

Yussif M. Shamsudeen
Kennedy Sayibu
Godfred Ankomah
Kweku Baidoo

Andrew Danso-Aninkora
Solomon Affainie
Mawunya Atta Agbenya
Erastus Asare Donkor
Emmanuel Bruce
Kwame Tenadu

Evelyn Sackey

Nana Ba-Agyei

Abel Abil
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Abass Abdul Jamaldeen
Eunice Amoako

Addai Collins

Ajarfor Emmanuel
Sam Boakye Yiadom
Kojo Appiah

Adom Kwame

Michael Yawson

Nana Adu - Poku Frefre
Karim Adams

Edmond Teye

John Awuni

Kakra Kakra
Abdul-Jalil Iddi

Elvis Washington

Kofi Asamoah

Daniel Sowah

Hassan Mahama
Emmanuel Otoo
Edrine Yeboah

Gordon Tuu

Yakub Alfa Suleiman
Arafat Musah

Ireneus Pogbeyir
Kingsley Antwi-Boasiako
Kwasi Sarpong Mantey
Tata Kosi

Lawrence Nsoh

Collins Forson

Daniel Katey

Philip Nrenzah

Sackey Albert Dunamis
Terkper Nartey
Edward Ken-Zorre
Mark Kubuga

Kamil Mohammed
Tweneboah Koduah
Wisdom Adekurah
Eric Abbey

Kagaochi Minyanu
Desmond Masopeh
Eyram Agbesi

Louis Mensah

Abigail Amoah

Nii Barnor

Justice Ahiatsi
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Mohammed Sani Yussif
Banzie Kofi Joseph
Abena Agyemang
Nancy Tandoh

Edem Yeboah

Philip Kudor
ISAAC MANU
Haruna Sabaa
Na-Illatu lddirisu
Emefa Yeboah
Laudia Sawer

Kal B

Alidu Abdul-Rashid
Roberta Ayalingo
Lazarus Kwao

Nii Marmah

Jamil Hakibu
Wamonbey Pouliwe
Isaac Newton

Sedem Ahiabor-Tekpor
Richard Kaledzi
Jonathan Ofori

King Desmond
Kwadjo Tawiah
Joseph Essilfie
Samuel Atta-Mensah
Ebenezer Atiemo
Mark Datsomor
Alberta Nuhu
Georgina Twum
Lwason Owusu
Atarege Gilbert
Hardi Yakubu

Eben Nii

Atila Sadik

Abagna Peter
Saviour Ahiagbede
Pius Kormla Dogbey
Wisdom Atabu

Isaac Vanderpuije
Emmanuel Sarkodie
Samuel Linsley
Emmanuel Okai
Senyo Akaba

Yussif Abdul Ganiyu
Francis Quasie
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Christopher o Kevin Asima
Jessel Baanuo

Gregory Dery

Yen Nyeya

Patrick Akabzaa

Banabal Banabal jnr
Azara Radpop

Kojo Aidoo

Mamane Jaharou

Kwasi Joseph

Pankani Yussif

Kwaku Ayeh

Matthew Tabliba

Brains Tecki

Hassan Justice Biawurbi Saeed
Ababio

Abdul Malik GBANKULUSO
Iszudeen Abdulai

Mavis Gyanewa Sampong
Bernard Ackah

Joe Dukeson

Bashiru Karim Atindaana
Jamaldeen Adam

Sika Togoh Lamadekoo
Nana Yaw

Gideon Ahadzie

Monica Evans-Quayson
Maxwell Banu

Gawsu Inusah

Sam Agbenu

Eric Agyei

Claudie Anne

Mohammed Aminu Napari Rahaman
Kwaku Isaac

Martin Sumani Daanko
Akwasi Dankwa
Brandford Tay

Bright Kwaku Bobby
Clement Coffie

ALFRED DADZIE
Nelson Twumasi
Nyasorgbor Mandella
Joseph Ameyaw

Prosper Avea Avea
Daniel Daley

Jeorge Wilson Kingson

Philip Agyemang Duah
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Desmond Koranteng
Samuel Adu Gyekye
Davis Prince larwer
Bright Atter

Kwaku Asare
Mohammed Tawfiq Farouk
Eyram Akosua
Benjamin Addo

Ramatu Sulemana
Kwamena Mensah
Joseph kwesi Graham
Shadow Walker

George MacKenzie Awadzi Awadzi
Jerome Kaba Aperiba
Eric Tsiri

Snr LAGA

Rockson Agyeman
Adwoa Osae

Ebenezer Dodoo
Wisdom Ackom
Kwarteng Emmanuella
Isaac Isaac

Michael Serwornoo
Peter Grant

Evelyn Awereba Mensah
Sefakor Dzah

Ibrahim Abubakar
Christopher Amoateng
Borut Senker

Claudia Duedu

Koffi Attingha

Obed Yartel

Bongo Wailer

Kofi Takyi

Mohammed Sherif Nashiru
Abdul Basit Iddrisu
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